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Abstract

The current research has been conducted to find out the determinants of
narcissistic trends among University students. Parenting styles and attachment styles
were taken as determinants of narcissism. The sample consisted of 4'00 university
students (Male=]95, Female=205) taken from 2 public sector Universities and 2
private sector Universities. It was assun;ed that there would be positive relationshi;;
between parenting styles (authoritarian and permissive) and narcissism. It was also
hypothesized that there would be positive relationship between insecpre attachment
styles (ambivalence and avoidant) and narcissism. Gender differences and age
differences were also expected to be significant. Signiﬁc.ant relationship between
birth-order and narcissism was also assumed. Narcissistic traits were assessed by
using Narcissistic personality Inventory (NPI-16) (Ames, Rose, & Anderson, 2005).
Parenting styles were assessed with Parental Authority questionnaire (PAQ)
(Alkharusi, Aldhafri, Kazem, Alzubiadi, Al-Bahrani, 2011). Attachment styles were
measured by Adult Attachment questionnaire (AAQ) (Simpson,‘; Rholes- & Phillips,
7199k‘6). Results approved the above mentioned hypotheses. Pfarenting: styles and
attachment styles were ailso found to be correlating signiﬁcant]:if. It v?asé found that
parenfing styles (authoritarian and permissive) and insec:i;regf attachr;:mnt styles
(ambivalence ;md: avoidant) correlated significantly with narci:issis‘m. gﬂggniﬁcant
gender differences and age differences were also found. Males scored high on
narcissism than females. Negative relationship was found between age and
narcissiéi‘n. No significant relationship was found between birth-order position and

ngreissism. Simple linear Regréssion analysis showed that ambivalence and avoidant .
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attachment styles predict narcissism. Hierarchical regression analysis showed that
permissive alone can predict narcissism but with the presence of ambivalence
attachment style, the results changed. So, in the end, by using Amos, a model was
developed which says that attachment style (ambivalence) mediate the relationship
between penmsswe parenting and narcissism.
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